EUROPEAN CETACEAN SOCIETY

The European Cetacean Society was formed in January 1987 at a meeting of eighty marine mammal scientists from ten European countries.  A need was felt for a society that brought together people from European countries studying cetaceans in the wild, allowing collaborative projects with international funding. Although named a cetacean society, the ECS extends its interests to all marine mammals.

AIMS
(1) to promote and co-ordinate the scientific study and conservation of cetaceans;


(2) to gather and disseminate information to members of the society and the general public.

ACTIVITIES The Society set up seven international working groups concerned with the following subject areas: sightings schemes; strandings schemes; cetacean pathology; by-catches of cetaceans in fishing gear; computer data bases that are compatible between countries; the harbour porpoise (a species in apparent decline in Europe, and at present causing serious concern); and a regional agreement for the protection of small cetaceans in Europe (in co-operation with the United Nations Environment Program/Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, Secretariat in Bonn, Germany).  Some of these have been disbanded now, having served their purpose, and other groups (such as one specifically addressing seals and another on research in the Bay of Biscay) have been established.  The names and addresses of contact persons for existing working groups are given at the end.

Contact persons have been set up in each European member country, where appropriate, to facilitate the dissemination of ECS material to members, sometimes carrying out translations into the language of that country.  Their names & addresses are given below.

Special issues of a newsletter are produced at intervals for members. Otherwise, news regarding conservation issues, notable cetacean information from Europe, information on legislation & regional agreements, and reports and notices from Council are posted on ECS e-mailing lists and, where appropriate, the ECS website as topics arise.

There is an annual conference with talks and posters, and at which the annual general meeting is held.  The results are published as annual proceedings, under the title European Research on Cetaceans. They have been published for conferences held in Hirtshals (Denmark) in 1987, Tróia (Portugal) in 1988, La Rochelle (France) in 1989, Palma de Mallorca (Spain) in 1990, Sandefjord (Norway) in 1991; San Remo (Italy) in 1992, Inverness (Scotland) in 1993, Montpellier (France) in 1994; Lugano (Switzerland) in 1995, Lisbon (Portugal) in 1996, Stralsund (Germany) in 1997, Monaco in 1998 (in conjunction with the Society of Marine Mammalogy, as the 1st World Marine Mammal Science Conference); Valencia (Spain) in 1999, Cork (Ireland) in 2000, Rome (Italy) in 2001, Liège (Belgium) in 2002, Las Palmas (Canary Islands, Spain) in 2003, Kolmården (Sweden) in 2004, and La Rochelle (France) in 2005.

At intervals, workshops are held on particular topics, and the results published as special newsletter issues: no. 6 - a workshop on the harbour porpoise, held in Cambridge (England), 1988; no. 10 - a sightings workshop held in Palma de Mallorca (Spain), 1990; no. 17 - a workshop to standardise techniques used in pathology of cetaceans held in Leiden (Netherlands), 1991; no. 23 - a workshop to review methods for the field study of bottlenose dolphins held in Montpellier (France), 1994; no. 26 - a workshop for the diagnosis of by-catches in cetaceans held in Lugano (Switzerland), 1995; no. 37 – a workshop on Lung Pathology held in Lisbon (Portugal), 1996; no. 38 – a workshop on Protected Areas for Cetaceans held in Valencia (Spain) in 1999; no. 40 – a workshop on Collisions between Cetaceans and Vessels, held in Rome (Italy), 2001; no. 41 – a workshop on the Use of Controlled Exposure Experiments to investigate the Effects of Noise on Marine Mammals, held in Rome (Italy), 2001; no. 42 – a workshop on Active Sonar and Cetaceans, held in Las Palmas (Gran Canaria, Spain), 2003; no. 43 – a workshop on Research in the Bay of Biscay, held in Las Palmas (Gran Canaria, Spain), 2003, no. 44 – a workshop on the Estimation of G(0) in Line-Transect Surveys of Cetaceans, held in Kolmården (Sweden), 2004; and no. 45 – a workshop on Common Dolphins, held in Kolmården (Sweden), 2004.  

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in cetaceans.  The annual subscription is 39 Euros for full members; 77 Euros for institutional members and 23 Euros for student members.  For members outside of Europe, an additional 15 Euros will be charged for higher postage costs. Payment may be made at the Annual Conference in Euro or the currency of the host country.  During the year, membership fees can be paid by credit card or transferred directly to the following ECS-account: Dr Roland Lick, ECS, Postbank Hamburg, Germany, national bank transfer: Account No. 789-584-205, Bank Code 200 100 20, international bank transfer: Account-No.:  IBAN DE21 2001 0020 0789 5842 05, BIC (SWIFT-Code): PBNKDEFF (giving your name and calendar year for membership fee.) Payment in excess of the membership fee will be gratefully received as a donation to the Society. 
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ECS on Internet:

The ECS can be reached on the internet at www.broekemaweb.nl/ecs. The ECS supports several discussion lists to which cetacean-related discussions, remarks or requests can be sent, some of which are open to free subscription even to non-members.

ECS-talk@jiscmail.ac.uk (the generic open discussion list)

ECS-student@jiscmail.ac.uk (the open discussion list for students)

ECS-members@jiscmail.ac.uk (closed discussion list for ECS members only)

ECS-council@jiscmail.ac.uk (messages to the ECS Council members)

ECS-all-request@jiscmail.ac.uk (to reach the ECS Internet Support Group)

To become a member of ECS-TALK or ECS-STUDENTS, please visit http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk or www.broekemaweb.nl/ecs and search for ecs-talk (or any other list) and follow instructions.

For enquiries about the other membership information (address, telephone, fax and email), and copies of ECS publications, please contact:

Ursula Verfuß, Deutsches Meeresmuseum, Katharinenberg 14-20, 18439 Stralsund, Germany (E-mail: ursula.verfuss@meeresmuseum.de) 

