
UK	CETACEANS			
	

Species	
UK	Status		
(all	EEZ)	

English	Status		
(all	EEZ)	

Welsh	Status		
(all	EEZ)	

Scottish	Status		
(all	EEZ)	

Northern	Irish	
Status		
(all	EEZ)	

Bowhead	whale	 3	records	(live)	 2	records	(live)	 -	 -	 1	record	(live)	

North	Atlantic	right	whale	 Vagrant	 -	 -	 Vagrant	 -	

Humpback	whale	 Rare	 Rare	 Rare	 Regular	 Rare	

Minke	whale	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Common	

Fin	whale	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Rare	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Rare	

Sei	whale	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	

Blue	whale	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	(off	shelf)	 -	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 -	

Sperm	whale	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	

Pygmy	sperm	whale	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	

Dwarf	sperm	whale	 1	record	(live)	 1	record	(live)	 -	 -	 -	

Northern	bottlenose	whale	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Rare	

Cuvier’s	beaked	whale	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	

Gervais’	beaked	whale	 1	record	(dead)	 1	record	(dead)	 -	 -	 -	

Sowerby’s	beaked	whale	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Rare	(off	shelf)		 Vagrant	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	

True’s	beaked	whale	 1	record	(dead)	 -	 -	 1	record	(dead)	 -	

Blainville’s	beaked	whale	 1	record	(dead)	 -	 1	record	(dead)	 -	 -	

Beluga	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 -	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	

Narwhal	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 -	 1	record	(live)	 -	

Killer	whale		 Regular	 Rare	 Rare	 Regular	 Rare	

Melon-headed	whale	 1	record	(dead)	 (1	record	dead)	 -	 -	 -	

False	killer	whale	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 Vagrant	 -	

Long-finned	pilot	whale	 Common	(off	shelf)	 Regular	(off	shelf)	 Rare	 Common	(off	shelf)	 Rare	

Risso’s	dolphin	 Regular	 Regular	 Regular	 Regular	 Regular	

Fraser’s	dolphin	 1	record	(dead)	 -	 -	 1	record	(dead)	 -	

Atlantic	white-sided	dolphin	 Common	(off	shelf)	 Rare	 Vagrant	 Common	(off	shelf)	 Rare	

White-beaked	dolphin	 Common	 Common	 Vagrant	 Common	 Rare	

Common	dolphin	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Common	

Striped	dolphin	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	 Rare	(off	shelf)	 Vagrant	

Bottlenose	dolphin	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Regular	

Harbour	porpoise	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Common	 Common	

STATUS	CATEGORIES:	Common;	Regular	(but	Uncommon);	Rare;	Vagrant	

as	used	in	Waring,	G.T.,	Palka,	D.B.,	and	Evans,	P.G.H.	(2009)	North	Atlantic	Marine	Mammals.		Pp.	763-771.	In:	Encyclopedia	
of	Marine	Mammals	(Editors	W.F.	Perrin,	B.	Würsig	and	J.G.M.	Thewissen).	2nd	edition.	Academic	Press,	San	Diego.	1,450pp.		

	


