
 

 

Orca Watch 2022, Orkney 
Land Watch sites, Mainland & Linked Isles 
 

Photo credits: 
Brough of Birsay, cliffs along northern side. Photo © Colin Park. 
Cliffs at Marwick Head. Photo © David Wyatt.  
Cliffs at Yesnaby. Photo © Gordon Brown. 
Point of Ness, Stromness Harbour. Photo © Mike Pennington.   
Hobbister, alongside Waulkmill Bay. Photo © Chris Downer. 
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Hobbister, Mainland 
Good views over Scapa flow. 
Car parking.  
Facilities at Waulkmill Bay and Kirkwall 
 

Mull Head, Deerness 
Good location for spotting 
wildlife. 
Car parking & facilities. 

The Gloup, Deerness 
Good location for spotting 
wildlife. 
Car parking & facilities at  
Mull Head. 

For further info contact: 
OMMRI - https://www.ommri.org 

The Ness, Stromness 
Orca often seen in Bring Deep and Hoy 
Sound using west entrance to Scapa 
Flow. 
Parking and facilities in Stromness. 
 

Hoxa Head, South Ronaldsay 
Good location for spotting Orca. 
Parking then long walk. 
No facilities. 

Burwick, South Ronaldsay 
View of South entrance in and out  
of Scapa Flow. 
Parking not a problem. 

Cantick Head Lighthouse, Hoy 
Good location for spotting orca, seals, 
porpoise, minke, pilot whales.  
Car parking. No facilities. 

Birsay, West Mainland 
Seal haul out where orca are seen 
Car parking. 
Facilities in Birsay itself. 

Marwick Head, West Mainland 
Good location for spotting marine 
mammals. 
Car parking. Nearest facilities at Birsay. 
 

Yesnaby, West Mainland 
Good location for spotting marine 
mammals. 
Car parking, no facilities. 
 

 
South Walls. Cantick Lighthouse from the north . Photo © Chris Downer.  
Trig point at Mull Head, Deerness. Photo © Colin Park. 
The coastal path by the Gloup, Photo © Biil Boaden.  
Hoxa Head - Scapa Flow defences. Photo © Martyn Gorman. 
Burwick, South Ronaldsay. Photo © Rog Frost.  
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Orca Watch 2022, Orkney 
Land Watch sites, North Isles 
 

Photo credits: 
Noup Head Lighthouse, Westray. Photo © Rob Burke.            Cairn overlooking Holms of Ire. Photo © Alan Bowring.  
North Ronaldsay, the lighthouse. Photo © Chris Downer.       Scuthvie Bay, Sanday. Photo © Alan Reid.   
Sanday - dunes above Cata Sand. Photo © Chris Downer.       Loth quarry, Sanday. Photo © Clare Pegrum. 
Stronsay - Vat of Kirbister. © Chris Downer. 
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For further info contact: 
OMMRI - https://www.ommri.org 
 

Noup head, Westray 
Good location for spotting cetaceans. 
Car parking. 
Nearest facilities Pierowall village.  

Holms of Ire, Sanday 
Good location for spotting wildlife. 
Small space for parking at the end of the 
track.  No facilities - and watch the tides!  

Lighthouse, North 
Ronaldsay 
Good location for spotting 
marine mammals. 
Car parking and facilities. 

Scuthvie Bay 
Good location for spotting wildlife. 
Car parking for 3 vehicles by the 
picnic bench. Please do NOT drive 
beyond that point. No facilities. 

Cata Sand Dunes, Sanday 
Good location for spotting wildlife. 
Car parking on very rough ground 
by the Brickie Hut. 
No facilities. 

Loth, Sanday 
Good location for spotting wildlife 
Car parking at the marshalling area. 
Facilities in the waiting room. 

Vat of Kirbister, Stromsay 
Good location for spotting wildlife. 
Please park sensibly ensuring access is 
maintained for tractors. No facilities. 

 


